GREETI

—

",

WELCOME TO THE

Thank you for joining ws In Mew Orleans for this year's
conversation. We come to the Crescent Clty to refocus
the natlon's attentlon on Katrina and the continuwed
effort of this city to restore and rebulld homes,
businesses, and cormmundties. Yesterday we convened
over 1000 volunteers to participate in a day of service.
[n partnership with the Lieatenant Governor's office,
Habitat for Humanity, the Matlonal Wildlife
Federation, Hands-On New Orleans, the Mew Orleans
Recovery School District, Trindty Christian Community
Center, and T.ELP USA, our volunteers worked hard to
help bulld hormes, reforest the wetlands, paint schools,
and beautify communities. Althongh Mew Orleans will
not be rebullt In a day, we can be assured that with the
viskon, effort, and our continued cormmitment i€ will
one day return.

This year's conversation is entitled Reclatming Our
Democracy: Recasing Owr Future. For the past nine years
wie have discussed the fssues that are of utmost
importance to the African American community,
including health care, economic empowerment, the
political process, and how we as Black people define
the African Amerlean agenda. Today, we will

discuss implementing that agenda and the
accountabdlity we have to ourselves and
ti our community to see it through
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9TH ANNUAL STATE OF THE BLACK UNION!

Slnce the release of the Covenant with Black Amertca,

wie have journeyed across this country to discuss and
Lsten to African Amertcans about how they are
individually and collectively actwalizing this meove-
roent. We've heard from many whe have focused on
the isswes irmportant to them. They are taking personal
responsibility to make a change in thelr familles and
in thelr communities. Now we must focus on how we
hold cur future leaders accountable to The Covenent.

Today and throughout the next nine months, we will
have the opportunity to decument and examine the
candidates’ positions and determine the best man

or weman for the job. But it doesn't end there. In
January zoog and for the next four years, we have the
respensibility to conrinee to hold our leader accountable
to address our lssues, repalr a broken system, and
create an America as good as {13 promdse.

Eeep the Faith,




